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Executive Summary 
 
Overview & Importance:  

Supporting and developing first-time homeownership is one of the key strategies being 
undertaken by public and private entities to spur post-Katrina housing recovery in New Orleans, 
LA. Homeownership counseling and education combined with millions of dollars of subsidies, 
usually in the forms of down payment assistance and soft-second mortgages, have helped 
hundreds of families attain homeownership. While these programs are clearly making a 
difference to these families and positively impacting the regional economy, little research has 
been done into the details of these effects.  
 
This study represents one of the first robust examinations of where and how these first-time 
homebuyers are investing their money and the economic impact of this investment. By analyzing 
the first-time homebuyers who have completed Neighborhood Housing Services of New 
Orleans’ homeownership training program between 2006-2010, this report provides a 
representative sample of all first-time homebuyers in New Orleans during that time period.  
 
Key Findings:  

• 145 homebuyers in Orleans Parish with a median investment of $144,456 in their homes; 
 

• Over $20 million in total investment - $14 million in first mortgages from private lenders 
was leveraged by the other $6 million in other sources, much of it public dollars; 

 

• Over $1 million in total assessed (taxable) property value;  
 

• Home purchases were evenly distributed across the city and council districts, most 
purchases being made in areas flooded by 2005 levee failures (see enclosed map); 

 

• All homeownership properties were in good condition and in many cases were “bringing 
up” their blocks where properties in worse condition were common. 

 
Next Steps:  

The University of New Orleans Planning & Urban Studies Department (UNO-PLUS) will 
continue this research by expanding the scope of homeownership data examined and deepening 
the analysis of the economic impact of the various homeownership programs. To learn more 
about this research, please contact: Dr. Michelle Thompson at UNO-PLUS mmthomp1@uno.edu 
or (504) 280-6593 and to learn more about NHS please contact Lauren Anderson 
laurenadnerson@nhsnola.org or David Lessinger davidlessinger@nhsnola.org at (504) 899-5900.  

To download the complete report, visit: www.nhsnola.org 
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This map portrays the spatial distribution of NHS first-time homebuyers from 2006-2010 by City Council district.

The Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) 2010 Housing Impact Study, conducted by the University of New Orleans,
identifies the location NHS first-time homebuyers and evaluates the economic impact of this program in Orleans Parish.

NHS provides education and financial assistance to first-time homebuyers in an effort to restore and revitalize the city
of New Orleans by increasing homeownership. 
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Data Sources:

City of New Orleans Parcel data -.
Neighborhood Housing Services of New Orleans, 2006 - 2010

Louisiana Senate Districts, 2003  - LA GIS DVD 2007

Orleans Parks and Water layers - CNOGIS 2006
Orleans Streets - CNOGIS 2009

Mississippi River

Inner Harbor Nav. Canal

Lake Pontchartrain

Orleans Parish

Disclaimer:  The data herein, including but not limited to geographic data, tabular data, analytical data, electronic data structures or
files, are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, or statutory, including, but not limited to, the
implied warranties or merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the data
is assumed by the user. No guarantee of accuracy is granted, nor is any responsibility for reliance thereon assumed. In no event shall any cited
entity be liable for direct, indirect, incidental, consequential or special damages of any kind, including, but not limited to, loss of
anticipated profits or benefits arising out of use of or reliance on the data. The cited entities will not accept liability for any damages or
misrepresentation caused by inaccuracies in the data or as a result of changes to the data caused by system transfers or other transformations
or conversions, nor is there responsibility assumed to maintain the data in any manner or form. These data have been developed from the best
available sources. Although efforts have been made to ensure that the data are accurate and reliable, errors and variable conditions
originating from physical sources used to develop the data may be reflected in the data supplied. Users must be aware of these conditions
and bear responsibility for the appropriate use of the information with respect to possible errors, scale, resolution, rectification, positional
accuracy, development methodology, time period, environmental and climatic conditions and other circumstances specific to these data. The
user is responsible for understanding the accuracy limitations of the data provided herein. The burden for determining fitness for use lies
entirely with the user. The user should refer to the accompanying metadata notes for a description of the data and data development
procedures. Although these data have been processed successfully on computers within the entities, no guarantee, expressed or implied, is
made by the cited entities regarding the use of these data on any other system, nor does the act of distribution constitute or imply any such
warranty. Distribution of these data is intended for information purposes and should not be considered authoritative for navigational,
engineering, legal and other site-specific uses.

Council 
District

Number of First-
Time Homebuyers 

 Sum of Total 
Investment 

A 13 $2,000,387.00
B 38 $5,401,523.83
C 20 $2,690,301.55
D 33 $4,849,749.61
E 37 $5,153,392.50

(Unknown/Other) 3 $640,533.57
Total 144 $20,735,888.06

Summary Table


	Exec-Summary - UNO-NHS Homeownership Study - Dec-21-2010
	Citywidemap Dec 21-2010.pdf

